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III. DAILY PROCEEDINGS 
Wednesday, June 11, 2008 

 
Pre-Conference Events: 

 Board of Ordained Ministry (Tuesday) 

 Clergy Sexual Ethics Workshop led by Rev. Dr. Marie Fortune and 
Dr. Willard Sapp 

 Big Horn DCOM 

 Western Mountains DCOM 

 Council on Finance and Administration 
 
In the evening, the 96th annual Caleb and Miriam Banquet was held with 
Dennis Reese and Bob Foote officiating.  Gary Treglown introduced Derf 
Bergman and Grover Briggs introduced Jerry Collins. John Farquhar was 
unable to attend and will be inducted at the 2009 conference. New pins 
are being designed for 2009 to reflect the Miriam and Caleb Order. 
 
The evening closed with an informal jam session. 

 
DAILY PROCEEDINGS 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 
 

Opening Worship: 8:30 a.m. - Don Derryberry and Mark Thurman led 
worship with song and an attempt at a video called “Passengers.” There 
were prayers lifted up of Joy and Concern.  

Bishop Brown greeted the annual conference and shared a word 
from the Great Commission, Matthew 28:16-20. Become What You 
Believe. Heroic opportunities in the face of tornado-like change require 
us to invest ourselves fully in our discipleship. Bishop Brown commended 
to the conference for further reading: Cultivating Fruitfulness by Robert 
Schnase, Kicking Habits by Thomas G. Bandy and 7 Myths of the United 
Methodist Church by Craig Kennet Miller. 
 The offering taken will go to support Living Waters UMC in 
Belgrade. 
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Plenary: 9:45 the Session was called to order and the bar set. 
 A motion was made and passed to have persons who have had 
their vote removed by Bishop Brown’s mid-year ruling are to be given 
voice but not vote.  

 
Welcome was given to those attending Annual Conference for the first 
time and recognition made for those who have attended Conference 
sessions for many years. 
 
Announcements: 

Gary Treglown: Conference Choir rehearsal at 12:30. Thanks to 
Anita and conference staff for their work leading up to conference and to 
worship leaders. UMW luncheon moved to Poolside. 

Anita Saas: Journals are available to take home – Heidi Kirkwood 
introduced as new office staff Stephanie Schultz as temporary conference 
office help. 
 
Gary Treglown moved the acceptance of agenda – 2nd Margaret Novak – 
motion passed. 
 
Quadrennial Elections 
Conference Secretary – Steve Hermes  
Conference Chancellor – Sue Ann Love 
Parliamentarian for the 2008 conference session Ralph Zimmer  

and Bill Jensen as 2008 assistant and Parliamentarian for the next 
quadrennium  
Conference Treasurer - Anita Saas 
 
Jurisdictional nominations pool – forms are available and will be elected 
formally with the officers of the annual conference.  
 
Announcement: John Evans - Health Screens begin at 6:30a.m. on 
Thursday and Friday in the Spruce Room. Incentives are available again 
for those who complete both health screenings and wellness exam. 
 
 



 

Journal of the Yellowstone Annual Conference 3 

 

10:20 
Clergy Session: Business of the Annual Conference report is to be found 
in Section V of the Conference Journal. 
 Clergy session also includes the welcoming of new people serving 
in the Yellowstone Conference and the memoirs of those clergy members 
who died in the past year. 
 
Lay Session: Introduction of Peg Plimpton as Lay Leader and a general 
overview of the Conference Budget. 
 
Conference Speaker ς 12:10  
Marie Fortune from the Faith Trust Institute presented to the 
Conference. She quoted from the hymn, “ I would be true for there are 
those who trust me” and said that boundary crossing is about sustaining 
the integrity of the pastoral relationship which involves being trustworthy 
and not taking advantage of the vulnerability of those who come to us. 
Ezekiel reminds us that God is not pleased when those whom God has 
called become the source of brokenness. God gives us understanding of 
the limits to our freedom. 
 
Lunch – Retired Clergy Luncheon – Orientation for new conference 
attendees 
 
Plenary: 1:30 Gathering with music by Mark Thurman – prayer led by Jim 
Heikes 
 
Quadrennial Election - Statistician – Don Ellis - passed 
 
Reports: Formal reports are printed in the Conference Journal Section VII.  
 
Youth and Camping Task Force Presentation (Morie Adams-Griffin) 
 Complete strategic plan has not been completed – the youth are 
committed to continuing its development 
Immediate youth events – Convo was a huge success 

Junior High retreats postponed indefinitely. 
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We Are They! 
Welcome Janna Huhtala as Camping Ministry Coordinator 
Thank you Camp on the Boulder youth and staff for joining us today. 
 
Board of Stewards Report – (Margaret Novak) and Council on Finance and 
Administration Report – (Pam Dandrea) gave a joint report which both 
celebrated a strengthening of financial support and the leadership of 
many people. 
 
CFA (Pam Dandrea) continued its report including some direction for the 
hearing group discussions. 
 
Board of Trustees report (written) 
Statisticians report (written) 
Board of Pensions report (written) 
 
Process Committee (Steve Martin) – moved the late petitions 501 - 514 
and their substitutes be received as though they were on time so they 
can be considered in this session of the Annual Conference – the motion 
passed. 
 
Hearing group assignments and instructions were given. 
 
Announcements: Gary Treglown 
 Greeting for retiring Lay Leader, Lin Doyle, is being put together. 
 Anjuli King will continue to decorate name tags to raise money for 
World Service Fund – she also has designed a stole around the 
conference theme to be sold through silent auction. 
 
Hearing Groups 
 
Academy of the Whole: 4:00 Academy of the Whole - Bishop Robert 
Schnase – Missouri Conference.  
5 practices of Fruitful Congregations 

 Radical Hospitality – goes the 2nd mile because it is at the core of 
who we are and calls us to go beyond the normal. 
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 Passionate Worship – Worship that connects people to God, is 
alive and authentic regardless of style. 

 Intentional Faith Development – Maturing in faith in community – 
are all people learning and growing? 

 Risk-taking Mission and Service – things that make a positive 
difference in people’s lives whether or not they will ever be a part 
of our congregation. What can we do to stretch us beyond our 
comfort zones? 

 Extravagant Generosity – When God is the God of all our life, 
including our resources. Teaching, preaching and practicing the 
tithe.  

 
A presentation was made to Bishop Brown of a hymnal signed by 
conference members. Tributes were given by Susan Otey, Dick Storment 
and Margaret Novak. 
 
Closing prayers by Gary Treglown. 
 
Dinner 
 
Worship/Communion at Evangelical UMC 
Deborah Schmidt shared a Word from Luke 24:33-35 and Romans 12:19-
21, “The Rhyme in the Ring of Love.” 
The Conference Choir sang “We Will Glorify” by Twila Paris. 
The Offering supported the Angola Partnership in honor of Bishop and 
Mrs. Brown 
Communion was shared. 
Following worship there was a reception in honor of Bishop and Mrs. 
Brown. 
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III. DAILY PROCEEDINGS 
Friday, June 13, 2008 

 
Roll Call cards report an attendance of 93 Laity and 100 Clergy for the 
2008 Annual Conference. 
 
Health Screenings available beginning at 6:30a.m. 
 
Music and Prayer: Mark Thurman and Leigh Ann Corcoran led with 
music. Kim Woeste led the opening prayer. 
 
Offerings from Thursday’s opening worship for Living Waters UMC in 
Belgrade were $313.00. Thursday evening’s offering for the Angola 
partnership was $1,334.87. 
 
Plenary: 
Board of Ordained Ministry report – Howard Hunter will be new chair of 
BOM. Please refer to the booklet “Called by Name” for biographies on 
those being commissioned and ordained. 
 
Commissioned as probationary members: Bill Jensen and Robyn Morrison  
 
Bishop Brown asked for a vote to receive these probationary members. 
They are received. 
 
Introduction of Brent Wepprecht to be ordained Associate member. 
Introduction of Cleveland McSwain to be ordained as Full Elder. 
 
Bishop asked the historic questions: 
Have you faith in Christ? 
Are you going on to perfection? 
Do you expect to made perfect in this life? 
Etc. 
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In addition Bishop Brown asked the Conference members to also commit 
to providing support to ensure that our leaders do not find themselves 
“In debt so as to embarrass themselves in their work.” 
 
Following a satisfactory answer to all the historic questions, a vote was 
taken. 
Brent Wepprecht was voted in as an associate member and will be given 
Deacon's orders under the 1992 Book of Discipline.  
Cleveland McSwain was voted in as a Full Elder. 
 
They are received – Amen! 
 
Yellowstone Conference Mission Coordinator – Elinor Edmunds  
Mission is Elinor’s passion. She praised Camp on the Boulder, the 
Blackfoot parish and Circle J for receiving Volunteer in Mission (VIM) 
teams. 
In April the Yellowstone Conference VIM team took 18 people to New 
Orleans. Photos from that trip were shared.  
Yellowstone is looking forward to a VIM trip to Lander WY to help in the 
construction of a Community Care and Share Food Pantry trip in June and 
a return to New Orleans this fall. 
 
John Evans gave a brief pensions update – encouraging the health 
screenings and inviting participants to call the Conference office before 
June 30 if you wish to see if your survey got correctly received. 
 
tŜƎ tƭƛƳǇǘƻƴ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ŀȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ “Behold I am doing a new 
thing” 
Most recently there has been the creation of District lay leaders to 
strengthen the web of connections. 

 Big Horn – Steve Martin 

 Northern Plains – Elizabeth Rice 

 Western Mountains – Judy Stephens 
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Cliff Stephens presented information on the Spiritual Formation Event – 
brochures on tables – Wesleyan Heritage – Bozeman UMC - September 
12-13, 2008 
 
Iliff report by Rev. Dr. Cathie Kelsey - Dean of Chapel, Iliff School of 
Theology – reaccreditation process helped Iliff to envision new ways of 
delivering training and be in partnership with our churches and 
Conferences. Specifically of interest for our conference includes the 
ability to take 2 courses online (UM Doctrine and UM Polity). There is also 
a development for podcast aids in Lay Ministry course and the 
development of podcast help to work with local lay leaders using the 
Christian Small Group Leader book. 
 
Cokesbury-Central Conf. Pension Initiative-DVD 
 Help us support our Brothers and Sisters around the world. 
 
Campus Ministry Report & Scholarship Awards 
Kim Woeste – thanks those who have stood by this past year’s difficult 
year of transition. 
10% of UM Student Sunday offering returns to the Annual Conference. 
The $700 this year will be distributed as follows: 
$500 to Vance Swett as he attends Duke University  
$200 to Rachael Luddington as she attends Rocky Mountain College. 
 
Don Nelson has been awarded the Francis Asbury Award from GBHECM 
for his work as chair of the Wesley Foundation in Missoula 
 
Don’t forget to give the names of college students so that our ministry to 
them can continue. 
 
Bill Gnegy from Cokesbury affirmed Cokesbury’s desire to be in 
cooperation with local church leader, developing the resources we 
request. Following the tradition of recent years, the funds given to the 
Yellowstone conference from the UM Publishing house will be forwarded 
on to the Central Conference Pensions Fund. 
This year’s gift is in the amount of $2,917.78 
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Announcements: 
Bishop Brown – Jurisdictional nominations pool forms should be in soon.  
 Please bring Nominations report corrections to Bill Warren 
Steve Martin – There is a 5pm deadline for petitions to be pulled from 
Consent Calendars. 
 
Break  
 
Academy of the Whole: 
 
Chuck Heath introduced Marya Grathwohl to lead us in “Look How the 
Wild Flowers Grow: Faith & Care of Creation” 
As Marya Grathwohl honored the UM Book of Resolutions and its 
revolutionary stance she called us to be those who have eyes that see 
and ears that hear. Yahweh hears the cries of creation and calls us to 
respond to this burning bush planet as a sacred trust. 
As we learn to respect our planet we embrace our own blessing. 
Justice and peace flow naturally from the care of creation. 
 
We are commended to find “The Awakening Universe; a liberating new 
cosmology for our time” DVD Contact – Neil Rogin rogin@sbcglobal.net 
www.AwakeningUniverse.com 
– 15 minutes – shows the outpouring of God’s heart through13 billion 
years of creation. 
 
All creation flowed through God but never left God - Meister Eckhart. 
 
Karen McRae sent us forth to lunch with prayer. 
 
Lunch: Iliff Alumni Luncheon  
 
 
 
 

mailto:rogin@sbcglobal.net
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Plenary: 1:20 
General Conference Report: 
Margaret Novak opened in prayer and then led us in a report from A 
Future with Hope, 2008 General Conference of The United Methodist 
Church, Fort Worth, Texas.  
 
Bill Mullette-Bauer as Clergy delegate, Margaret Novak as Lay delegate 
Su DeBree as alternate Clergy delegate Alita Phelps as alternate Lay 
delegate participated. 
 
Amid an atmosphere of worship the General Conference session initiated 
many changes including the printing of a new hymnal and the upcoming 
reduction of the number of Bishops to take place by 2012. Much 
remained the same including the language in the Discipline regarding 
homosexuality. 
4 focus areas of mission and ministry were held up and affirmed. 

 Engaging ministry with the poor  

 Stamping out the killer diseases of poverty 

 Creating new places for new people and renewing existing 
congregations 

 Developing principled Christian leaders for the church and the 
world 

 
The presentation concluded with a wonderful glimpse of the future with 
hope in the children of Uganda. 
 
Academy of the Whole:  
Bishop Robert Schnase- Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations  
A handout was provided the fleshed out the ideas of Radical Hospitality, 
Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk-taking Mission 
and Service, and Extravagant Generosity. 
 
Break 
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Academy of the Whole: Bishop Schnase 
A look at the systems involved in our ministries corporate and personal.  
 
What is your system for making disciples? And how can it be improved? 
Intentionality. 
… for starting new Mission/Service initiatives? 
… for starting new classes/Bible studies/small groups? 
… for deepening generosity? 
… for improving the facility? 
 
What is your personal system? Does it reach out beyond the circle of the 
local church? 
 
Milestone Worship: 1 Corinthians 15:51, 53, 54b-55, 57 
Thanks to Gerald Dingman’s daughter Mary and Joe Loos’s son David for 
bringing a tribute to their parents for our worship time. Thanks also to 
Gary Treglown for honoring Bob Grilley for us. 
Memoirs are printed in the Journal section VIII. 
 
Dinner 
 
Ordination Service: Held at 1st UMC. Bill Mullette-Bauer preaching. 
 
 

 
DAILY PROCEEDINGS 

Saturday, June 14, 2008 
 

Health Screenings available beginning at 6:30a.m. 
 
Clergy Session: 9:05a.m. in order to finish the business of the Annual 
Conference. 

 
Plenary: 9:25 – Gary Geiman opened in prayer. 
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Steve Martin, Process Chair announced that petition 512R has been 
removed from consent calendar 2AR and will be debated on the floor. 
 
The Campus Ministry Report continued where it left off. 
 
MAC and WAC 
Montana Association of Churches and Wyoming Association of Churches 
are significant ecumenical presences in both our states. Both 
organizations have web sites – so get informed! 
 
MAC president, Lyle Hamilton, openly discussed the fact that an 
embezzlement problem was discovered in January of this year and is still 
in the process of being sorted out. Pray for MAC and be a part of the 
Ecumenical process. 
Call MAC office or Lyle Hamilton with questions. 
 
High Plains Initiative has the Pryor Playground as one of its projects this 
past couple of years. A VIM went down in May (Cliff and Judy Stephens 
among those who went) to work on the projects. The project will be able 
to be finished in 1 day if a group of 10-12 adults is willing to go down on a 
Saturday in July. Contact Barbara Karst. 
 
Nominating Committee update – forms still being printed 
 
Legislation: 
 
Consent Calendar 1AR contains petition 302R 
Steve Martin, Process Chair moved the adoption of Consent Calendar 1AR 
The necessary ¾ vote was received to approve Consent Calendar 1AR. 
 
Petition 302R  
Transition Reserve Fund 
The existing language of Conference Rule 4325 shall be replaced by the 
following language: 
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Immediately following zero-balancing, the Conference General Reserve 
Fund shall be initialized to $10,000 for the new calendar year and the 
remainder of the funds resulting from the zero-balancing process (positive 
or negative) shall be placed in the Conference Transition Reserve Fund.  
The main purpose of that fund shall be to smooth out the annual 
fluctuations in apportionment receipts.  Disbursements from The 
Conference Transition Reserve Fund shall be made at the discretion of the 
Council on Finance and Administration.   
 
Calendar 1C which includes petitions 401R and 402R is not a consent 
calendar and the petitions will be debated later in the day. 
 
Consent Calendar 2A includes petitions 304, 504, 505, 506 and 511. 
Steve Martin, Process Chair, moved the adoption of Consent Calendar 2A.  
A vote was taken and it was adopted. 
 
Petition 304 (Substitute) 
SUBSIDIZE THE YELLOWSTONE CONFERENCE SECRETARIES ASSOCIATION 
A line item of $1,000 shall be included in the 2009 conference budget for 
the support of the Yellowstone Conference Secretaries Association.   
 
Petition 504  
SET PENSION PAST SERVICE RATE 
The Pension Past Service Annuity Rate for 2009 shall be set at $387 per 
service year.  (This will be paid from the reserves at the General Board of 
Pension and Health Benefits) 
                                                                                                                                             
Petition 505  
Approve Special Pension Grant  
A Special Pension Grant shall be set at the rate of $124.00 per service 
year, to be paid from the Deposit Account with the General Board of 
Pensions and Health Benefits. 
 Mrs. Howard Hall 2.75 years x $124.00/yr = $ 341.00 
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Petition 506 (Substitute) 
Approve the Pre-1982 Pension Funding Plan 

The Yellowstone Conference approves the following funding plan 
for pre-1982 pension obligations: 

 2008 Yellowstone Conference Funding Plan 
For Supplement One to the Clergy Retirement Security Program 

The 2008 Past Service Rate (PSR) is $376, or 1% of the Conference 
Average Compensation (CAC).  The Yellowstone Conference strives to 
provide an equitable benefit to all its participants.  We therefore, 
endeavor to maintain a Past Service Rate of 1% of the Conference 
Average Compensation.  Recognizing, however, that in some years certain 
factors may yield unexpected variables, the Yellowstone Conference will 
aim to provide an increase in the PSR of no less than 3% from the previous 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŀǘŜΦ 
 
The conference intends to use a portion of the Pre-82 assets to help fund 
CRSP-DB.  For 2007 $206,479 was redirected to CRSP.  In no case will 
redirection of assets occur if the funded percent of PRE-82 is less than 
120%. 
 
The funding plan for 2008, based on actuarial assumptions of 7% interest 
and 3% PSR increase is summarized below: 
 
 Supplement One Plan Assets $14,399,463 
 Total Liabilities*      (9,063,903) 
 Funding Surplus as of 
  January 1, 2006   $ 5,335,560 
 
*Assuming the RP ς 2000 Table and other actuarial assumptions chosen 
by General Board of Pension and Health Benefits. 
 
Petition 511  
AUTHORIZE SALE OF UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA PARSONAGE 
Real estate known as the University of Montana Wesley Foundation 
parsonage located in Missoula, Montana and owned by the Conference 
Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry or any of its predecessor 
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organizations may be sold by BHECM. The net proceeds shall be 
appropriately invested for the future financial support of campus ministry 
at the University of Montana. The investment shall be administered by 
the University of Montana Wesley Foundation Board of Directors. BHECM 
shall monitor the use of the funds and insure that adequate, qualified 
audits are performed. 
 
Steve Martin, Process Chair, moved the adoption of Consent Calendar 
2AR which includes petitions: 501R, 502R, 503R, 508R, 509R, 513R, 514R 
 
Petition 512R which had appeared on the consent calendar has been 
removed and will be debated on the floor. 
 
A vote was taken and Consent Calendar 2AR is adopted. 
 
Petition 501R 
CREATE CONFERENCE RECRUITMENT FUND 
A line item shall be included in the 2009 conference budget for a 
ά/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ wŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ CǳƴŘέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ 
support the recruitment of additional clergy leadership.  The fund shall be 
administered by the Bishop and Cabinet under guidelines worked out with 
ǘƘŜ !ǇǇƻƛƴǘƛǾŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ŜŀƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ά/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ wŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ CǳƴŘέ 
shall be added in the second sentence of Conference Rule 4320 thereby 
preventing this fund from being zero-balanced.    
 
Petition 502R 
CREATE CONFERENCE SUSTENTATION FUND 
A line item shall be included in the 2009 conference budget for a 
ά/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ {ǳǎǘŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ CǳƴŘέ όǇŜǊ tŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ снр .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ 
2004).  The purpose of the fund shall be to provide emergency aid to 
conference clergy who may be in special need.  By Discipline, the fund 
shall be administered by the Bishop, the appropriate District 
Superintendent, the Chair of Equitable Salary, and the Chair of the Board 
of Ordained Ministry.  ¢ƘŜ ά/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ {ǳǎǘŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ CǳƴŘέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ 
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in the second sentence of Conference Rule 4320 thereby preventing this 
fund from being zero-balanced.    
 
Petition 503R 
CLARIFY TENURE RESTRICTIONS 
Effective immediately, the last two sentences of Conference Rule 3060 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜΥ  άhǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴǳst remain off 
the group for a minimum of one full term (four years in the case of groups 
with 8-ȅŜŀǊ ǘŜǊƳǎύΦέ 
 
Petition 508R (Substitute) 
COMPLIMENTARY SUPPORT FOR TWO LAY LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 
Add the lay coordinator of the Conference Care Team and the lay Co-
editor of the Yellowstone Conference Connection to the list of positions 
found in Conference Rule 4120 effective immediately. 
 
Petition 509R 
CLARIFY MINIMUM SALARY OBLIGATIONS 
In Conference Rule 5010, a new sentence at the end shall be added which 
readǎΥ  ά!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ 
reimbursement plan adequate funding for reasonable costs for the pastor 
to attend sessions of the Annual Conference (registration fee, room, 
board, and, unless covered in the registration fee, travel costs)."   
 
Petition 513R 
MODIFY LAY MEMBERSHIP OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Conference rule 2030 shall be emended as follows: 
 
Rule 2030.(a) 
LAY MEMBERS-AT-LARGE. ¶32 and ¶602 of the 2004 Discipline shall guide 
the initial designation of lay members-at-large. Special attention shall be 
paid to requirements for youth and young adults from each district, and 
representation from campus ministries. In addition to persons listed in the 
2004 Discipline (¶32 and ¶602) the following individuals shall be lay 
members-at-large: The associate lay leaders, the lay voting delegate(s) to 
the most recent session of the General Conference, those lay persons 
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serving on the Board of Stewards and those leading secondary teams, the 
Lay Leader of each lay circuit, if not representing their Local Church and 
lay members of the General Boards and Agencies. See Conference Rules 
4120 and 4910. [When the 2008 Discipline is published, disciplinary 
references in this paragraph shall reflect that edition.] 
 
Rule 2030.(b) 
LAY MEMBERS ELECTED BY LOCAL CHARGES/CHURCHES. Each charge 
shall elect one professing lay member for each ministerial member. If 
there is more than one local church in a given charge, each local church 
ƴƻǘ άǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘέ ōȅ ŀ ƭŀȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ Ƴŀȅ ŜƭŜŎǘ ŀ ƭŀȅ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ άǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘέ ƛǘΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
one additional lay member for each full multiple of 400 200 members 
(e.g., 1-399 1-199 members results in one lay member for each ministerial 
member plus no additional lay members; 400-799 200-399 members 
results in one lay member per ministerial member plus one additional lay 
member; 800-1199 400-599 members results in one lay member per 
ministerial member plus two additional lay members; etc.) The number 
(400) (200) used in the computation may be changed by Sessions Planning 
Team in consultation with the Process Committee if necessary in order to 
maintain the required lay/clergy balance. 
 
Petition 514R 
TEMPORARILY CHANGE ADMINISTRATION OF CONFERENCE GENERAL 
RESERVE FUND 
Effective immediately: 
Conference Rule 4535 is suspended and  
The duties currently assigned to the Resource Management Team under 
CR 4535 are temporarily assigned to the Board of Stewards or whatever 
group it so designates.   
 
Petition 303R 
INCREASE TRAVEL RATE FOR VOLUNTEERS 
Effective January 1, 2009, the travel reimbursement rates stated in 
Conference Rule 4910 shall be changed to $.25 per mile for the driver, 
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$.10 per mile for each qualified passenger (paid to the driver), and $.25 
per mile for those traveling commercially. 
 
Margaret Novak, Chester – moved adoption of substitute 303R which will 
enable us not to have rewrite the rule as an exact number each year. The 
substitute was approved. 
 
303R (Substitute) 
Amend Conference Rule 4910 so that the rate reimbursed for volunteers 
be set at ½ (one-half) the current IRS-ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ άōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 
ƳƛƭŜŀƎŜ ǊŀǘŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘŜ ǇŜǊ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
$.10 per mile.  Those volunteers traveling commercially shall be 
reimbursed for ticket costs or at the volunteer rate set by this rule, 
depending on the lowest cost option. 
 
Peg Plimpton, chair of discipleship- moved adoption of 401R. It was given 
a 2nd. A vote was taken and it was adopted. 
 
Petition 401R 
MODIFY LEADERSHIP OF LAY CIRCUTS 
Effective immediately, the following changes shall be made in Conference 
Rules 3210 & 3220:   
1. CR 3210 shall be struck in its entirety and replaced by a new rule 
ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΥ  ά9ŀŎƘ ƭŀȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
as an Annual Conference Member shall also serve as a Member of the lay 
Circuit (i.e., a Lay Circuit Member).  However, all other lay persons are 
encouraged to also participate in their lay circuits as Lay Circuit 
!ŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜǎΦέ 
2. The first sentence of CR 3220 shall be struck and replaced with the 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎΥ  ά/ƛǊŎǳƛǘ [ŀȅ aŜƳōŜǊǎ shall meet at Annual 
Conference (during the Lay Session) and elect from their membership the 
Circuit Lay Leader who shall serve for the quadrennium.  Circuit Lay 
Leaders must be Annual Conference Members by virtue of being elected 
by their local churches.έ 
3. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ /w оннлΣ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ά[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
{ǳǇǇƻǊǘέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ά5ƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴƎέΦ   
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Margaret Novak, Chester, Laity, Board of Stewards 
Move adoption of petition 402R. It received a 2nd. A vote was taken and 
it was adopted. 
 
Petition 402R 
ALLOW CLERGY TO CHAIR BOARD OF STEWARDS 
Effective immediately, the second sentence of Conference Rule 3440.90 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΥ  ά¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ ƭŀȅ ƻǊ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ 
person, excepting the Bishop or any other staff person of the Yellowstone 
!ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέΦ  
 
Dick Storment, Clergy, moved adoption of petition 403R. It received a 2nd 
and was approved by the necessary majority. 
 
Petition 403R 
CLARIFY OBLIGATIONS OF LOCAL CHURCHES TO PAY COSTS OF 
ATTENDING ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Conference Rule 4100 shall be amended as follows: 
 
The local church   should   shall pay the Annual Conference expenses 
(registration, room, board, and, if not included in the registration fee, 
travel) of its clergy, any diaconal ministers employed by the local church, 
and those lay members  and, if desired, those alternate lay members   
alternates elected by the local church/charge. 
 
Dick Storment, Clergy, moved adoption of petition 507. It received a 2nd. 
 
Petition 507 
AFFIRMATION OF CONFERENCE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ACTION 
The Yellowstone Conference affirms the sale of a small portion of the 
camp on the Boulder property and the removal of the trust clause from 
that parcel. 
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After much debate concerning the relationships of our institutions 
(including camps) and the Conference, the future use of the land, the 
debt Camp on the Boulder carries etc. 
 
Margaret Novak, Chester, Lay moved to refer the petition to the Board of 
Stewards, the YAC Board of Trustees and the Youth and Camping 
Committee or further consideration and action. 
 
The motion to refer was given a 2nd and also debated. 
 
The initial vote with voting cards was close so Bishop Brown asked for a 
standing voting card vote and ruled that the vote was close but it is 
referred. 
 
A Break was taken 
 
Plenary: 11:15 
 
 Introduction of Kelly Addy’s new bride Mary Alice  
 
Bill Mullette-Bauer introduced Ken Sloane from the United Methodist 
Communications. Ken spoke highly of the feeling and pride in 
connectionalism in areas like the Yellowstone Conference where distance 
between churched is great and commended us for the raise in 
connectional giving we have experience in this past year. 
 
Bill M-B recognized Margaret Novak for her service and dedication for 
many years of ministry. 
 
Gary Treglown moved the acceptance of the following people (in 
alphabetical order) to be submitted in the Jurisdictional Pool for 
consideration for Jurisdictional office: 
Evelyn Attwood, Jesse Bale, Phil Brooks, Gail Hoyt, Janna Huhtala, 
Barbara Karst, Diane Martin, Kama Hamilton Morton, Bill Mullette Bauer, 
Margaret Novak, Peg Plimpton, Sonja Waldmann-Bohn, Kim Woeste, 
Ralph Zimmer.  
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The nominees were approved. 
 
D.S. Report given by Su DeBree is printed in the Reports section of the 
Journal 
 
.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ  
For her genuine love of young people and passion for people with special 
needs and those on the margins of society, Bishop Brown awarded the 
Bishop’s Award to Barbara Karst of Laurel Montana for outstanding 
service to Christ in the United Methodist Church in recognition of 
valuable contributions to the Yellowstone Conference of the United 
Methodist Church.  
 
For her work in the local church especially in the time when pastor Joe 
Keys was dying, for her work with Native Americans on the reconciliation 
of the Sand Creek massacre – Bishop Brown awarded the Bishop’s award 
to Jeannie Hall of Sheridan Wyoming for outstanding service to Christ in 
the United Methodist Church in recognition of valuable contributions to 
the Yellowstone Conference of the United Methodist Church.  
 
.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ 
Bishop Brown gave a new award, the Bishop’s leadership Excellence 
award, which will be open to both clergy and lay members.  
This year’s recipient is Lin Doyle for outstanding and lasting contributions 
to the annual conference. 
 
Legislation: 
Karen McRae, chair of BHECM moved the adoption of petition 510. It 
received a 2nd. A vote was taken and it was approved. 
 
Petition 510 
Authorize Sale of University of Montana Wesley House 
Real estate known as the Wesley Student Center, also known as The 
Wesley House, located in Missoula, Montana and owned by the 
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Conference Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry or any of its 
predecessor organizations may be sold by BHECM. The net proceeds shall 
be appropriately invested for the future financial support of Campus 
Ministry at the University of Montana, Missoula. The investment shall be 
administered by the University of Montana Wesley Foundation Board of 
Directors. BHECM shall monitor the use of the funds and insure that 
adequate, qualified audits are performed. 
 
Bill Warren, Hobson, nominations – move to accept petition 512R. It 
received a 2nd. 
 
Petition 512R 
Create Co-Opted Membership Status 
Effective immediately, a new conference rule numbered 3075 shall be 
adopted as follows:   
 
Even if tenure restrictions would otherwise prevent a given individual 
from being elected to a particular board, committee, team, or other 
agency, an individual may be nominated and elected to that group as a 
άŎƻ-ƻǇǘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊέ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘǊǳƭȅ Ƙŀǎ unique skills, talents, 
knowledge, and/or passion which would unquestionably assist the group 
in question pursue its assigned mission and perform its ministry.  Co-
opted members are nominated by the Committee on Nominations and 
elected by the Annual Conference (or, in the interim, by the Board of 
Stewards).  Regardless of what the term of office is for regular or basic 
members of that group, co-opted members serve a one-year term but 
they may be elected to additional terms.  Unless otherwise precluded, co-
opted members have full voice and vote but may not serve as a 
committee officer.  The number of co-opted members on a given group 
may not exceed one-ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
total number of co-opted members throughout the entire conference 
cannot exceed eight at any point in time.  In determining when an 
individual who has been serving as a co-opted member is eligible for 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǊέ ƻǊ άōŀǎƛŎέ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ Ŏƻ-
opted member are treated as if the individual had not been on the group 
at all during the period of time that individual was a co-opted member.    
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Bill Mullette-Bauer moved to refer 512R to the Board of Stewards for 
further study. The motion to refer was given a 2nd. 
 
Motion to refer was approved. 
 
Bill Mullette-Bauer moved reconsideration of petition 503R. It was given 
a 2nd. 
Bishop Brown clarified that Bill had voted in favor of 503R in the earlier 
action. He had so a vote was taken and it is reconsidered. 
 
 
Bill Mullette-Bauer moved that petition 503R be referred to the Board of 
Stewards for further study as part of consideration of all the rules relating 
to structure and term limits, and that they bring recommendations to the 
2009 session of the annual conference. 
 
A vote was taken and the motion to refer was approved. 
 
Pam Dandrea of Council of Finance and Administration moved the 
suspension of Conference rule 4330 in order to allow us to consider the 
budget petition 301 in its final form. 
A vote was taken and Rule 4330 is suspended. 
 
Pam Dandrea moved the adoption of Petition 301 – Budget. 
After referring to a handout that described the amendments and after 
giving an oral walkthrough of all the changes which resulted in a net 
increase of $213 from the original Petition 301, a vote was taken and the 
budget was adopted. 
 
Legislation complete 
 
Art Ziemann regional Director of Church World Service was introduced 
and commended us on our faithful giving to disaster relief which enables 
us to provide immediate relief response to places like Myanmar. 
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Gary Treglown, Sessions Planning, moved that the conference session for 
the year 2011 be held in Billings MT. A vote was taken and we have 
approved recommendation of Sessions planning committee. 
 
Marianne Niesen offered up the grace for the coming meal. 
 
Lunch – United Methodist Women Luncheon 
 United Methodist Men Luncheon 
 
Plenary: 1:45 
 
Worship was led by Bishop Brown. Continuing in the spirit of worship the 
Appointments/Commissionings were read. As each location was 
announced clergy and lay participants were invited to pin a butterfly on 
the map of the Yellowstone Conference to indicate their place of service. 
Finally, in the spirit of sending out leaders, the nominations report was 
received, corrected and adopted. 
 
The 40th Session of the Yellowstone Annual Conference was adjourned 
with Bishop Brown’s benediction. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Steven E. Hermes, Conference Secretary 
Rev. Gene Erickson, Assistant Conference Secretary 
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Certificate of Ordination 
Let it be known that Brent Wepprecht has been elected Associate Member in 
The United Methodist Church in the Yellowstone Annual Conference, having 
met the requirements of the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 
and is entitled to the privileges and authorizations of the associate member as 
described by The Book of Discipline. 
Warner H Brown Jr., President of the Conference  
Date: 6/13/08 
Steven E. Hermes, Conference Secretary 

*** 
Let it be known that William Jensen has been elected a Probationary Member in 
The United Methodist Church in the Yellowstone Annual Conference, having 
met the requirements of the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 
and is entitled to the privileges and authorizations of probationary membership 
as described by The Book of Discipline. 
Warner H Brown Jr., President of the Conference  
Date: 6/13/08 
Steven E. Hermes, Conference Secretary 

*** 
Let it be known that Cleveland McSwain has been elected a Member in Full 
Connection in The United Methodist Church in the Yellowstone Annual 
Conference, having met the requirements of the Book of Discipline of The 
United Methodist Church, and is entitled to the privileges and authorizations of 
full membership as described by The Book of Discipline. 
Warner H Brown Jr., President of the Conference  
Date: 6/13/08 
Steven E. Hermes, Conference Secretary 

*** 
Let it be known that Robyn Morrison has been elected a Probationary Member 
in The United Methodist Church in the Yellowstone Annual Conference, having 
met the requirements of the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 
and is entitled to the privileges and authorizations of probationary membership 
as described by The Book of Discipline. 
Warner H Brown Jr., President of the Conference  
Date: 6/13/08 
Steven E. Hermes, Conference Secretary 

 


